
• All applicants, whose primary language is not English, are required to successfully demonstrate English language competence.
• The following English language tests and accepted scores were approved by the Registration Committee of CARNA.
• Applicants may choose to complete either 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 or 6.
• Official English Language test scores must be sent to CARNA directly from the testing organization.
• Test scores will be accepted only if completed within the past two years. Applicants whose test results become more than two 
years old at any time during the application process or prior to registration will be required to provide updated test results.

1 CELBAN 
Canadian English Language 
Benchmark Assessment for 
Nurses

• Listening (9)
• Writing (7)
• Reading (8)
• Speaking (8)

Once CELBAN spoken (8) 
is achieved, the Speaking 
section does not need to be 
repeated if the other 3 parts 
of CELBAN still need to be 
retaken to achieve passing 
scores.

MacEwan College (MC)
Alberta College Campus
Edmonton, Alberta
780.497.4000
www.celban.org

Calgary Immigrant Aid Society
Calgary, Alberta
403.262.2656

It is recommended that 
applicants first complete a 
CELBAN self-assessment 
readiness test 
(Contact MC for details)

2 TOEFL
Test of English as a Foreign 
Language

CBT
Computer Based Test

iBT
Internet Based Test

CBT = 213 and
CELBAN spoken (8) or 
TSE-P (50) 
(not offered in North America)

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - --
iBT total = 86
Writing (20)
Speaking (20)
Reading (21)
Listening (21)

Education Testing Service 
(ETS)
Princeton, New Jersey USA
T: 609.921.9000
F: 609.734.5410
www.toefl.org

TOEFL (CBT) doesn’t have 
spoken component so 
must combine with 
CELBAN spoken (8) or 
TSE-P (50).

Advantage of test is that 
it tests applicants in a 
nursing context.

Choice Name of Test Passing Score
You must contact the 
organization listed below for 
detailed information

Additional Information

English Language Tests
Accepted by the College and Association of Registered Nurses of Alberta



3 TOEIC
Test of English for International 
Communication

and

CELBAN spoken

or

TSE-P
Test of Spoken English
(not offered in North America)

800

(8)

(50)

NorQuest College
Edmonton, Alberta
780.644.6095
www.toeic.ca

Education Testing Service
Princeton, New Jersey, USA
T: 609.921.9000
F: 609.734.5410
www.toefl.org

4 CAEL
Canadian Academic English 
Language Assessment

60 overall
(the spoken subtest is part of the 
overall result and not a separate score)

MacEwan College
City Centre Campus
Edmonton, Alberta
780.633.3770
www.carleton.ca

CAEL can be written in 
Alberta.

TOEIC can be written in 
Alberta.

5 MELAB
Michigan English Language 
Assessment Battery

83 overall
(with a minimum score of 3 on the 
spoken section of the test)

English Language Institute
MELAB Testing
University of Michigan,
Ann Arbor, Michigan USA
T: 734.763.3452 or 
734.764.2416
F: 734.763.0369
www.lsa.umich.edu

MELAB can be written in 
Calgary.

Please contact the University 
of Michigan for locations in 
Calgary where the test can 
be written.

6 IELTS
International English Language  
Testing System

6.5 overall
Average overall test score for:
• listening
• reading
• writing
• spoken

(Academic Version) - a minimum 
score of 7.0 must be achieved on 
spoken section of the test.

Conestoga College of Applied 
Art & Technology
Kitchener, Ontario
T: 519.748.5220
F: 519.748.3505

International Language Institute
Halifax, Nova Scotia
T: 902.429.3636
F: 902.429.2900

Simon Fraser University 
English Bridge Program
Burnaby, British Columbia
604.291.5930

IELTS can be written in 
Calgary as noted below.

Global Village
Calgary, Alberta
T: 403.543.7300

IELTS
F: 604.291.4989
www.ielts.org

Choice Name of Test Passing Score
You must contact the 
organization listed below for 
detailed information

Additional Information

English Language Tests
Accepted by the College and Association of Registered Nurses of Alberta


